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Words from Mayor

Çankaya is the outward-opening door of Turkey.

We are the number one municipality of Turkey which most 
cooperates with different countries and cultures. We believe 
that all kinds of prejudice will disappear as people, societies and 
countries know each other better. Therefore, we acknowledge it a 
humanitarian responsibility to actualize solidarity, collaboration 
and cooperation in every field of life. 

We build a new urban management understanding and next 
generation municipalism in Çankaya with our activities in every 
sphere of life. New Generation Municipalism has three components: 
efficient governance, qualified service and modern city.

Our main objectives are to improve the quality of life for Çankaya 
residents through strengthening the neighborhoods, improving 
the environments, parks and recreational areas, cultivating civic 
celebrations and cultural activities; to maintain fiscal responsibility 
through effectively managing the public’s money; to modernize 
and improve service delivery infrastructure. While achieving these 
objectives, our main principles are social inclusion, gender equality 
and public participation in decision making.

In the footsteps of Atatürk, the founder of our country who reunited 
us with the modern world, we strive with an understanding which 
is based on universal human rights and which has internalized the 
fundamental principles and values of the left.

We believe in the heart that the activities we perform will contribute 
to humanity.  

Alper TAŞDELEN
Mayor of ÇANKAYA
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The management of green areas and parks of Çankaya Municipality 
is realized by means of “Directorate of Parks and Gardens”. 
Accordingly, in order to obtain the necessary herbal materials, the 
Directorate of Parks and Gardens provides services of establishing 
and improving greenhouse and nursery areas in the whole Çankaya 
District as well as producing or buying herbal materials and 
doing afforestation works.  Additionally, establishing irrigation 
and illumination installations at the green areas, supply of park 
equipment such as urban furniture, benches, garbage bins etc., 
carrying out works related to the installation, maintenance and 
repair of such materials are also under the responsibility of our 
municipality.  Services such as preparation of periodical pruning 
programs in the pruning season, carrying out or having others to 
carry out the pruning works for the trees within the borders of 
Çankaya district, planning projects for the urban landscaping of the 
district and implementing or having implemented them are among 
the major services. 

At this point, works towards realization of studies, projects and 
implementations of the areas defined as green areas, parks, gardens, 
children’s playgrounds, sports facilities, green roads, pedestrian 
areas, squares, recreation areas in the development plan are the 
main axis of our municipality with respect to the management of 
green areas and parks. The main fields of activity are as follows: 

•	 Carrying out or having others to carry out maintenance (pruning, 
weed cleaning, hoeing, applying pesticides, fertilizing, cleaning 
and irrigation etc.), repair and protection of existing green areas 
and parks,
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•	 Establishing, developing greenhouses and nurseries, and 
producing or buying vegetal materials for supplying the required 
vegetal materials for the municipality,

•	 Carrying out or having others to carry out tree planting works 
(general tree planting, road and traffic island tree planting),

•	 Carrying out or having others to carry out works related to the 
installation of irrigation and illumination system at green areas, 
supply, installation, repair and maintenance of park fixtures 
such as benches, garbage bins, urban furniture etc., 

•	 Prepare or have others prepare periodical pruning programs for 
pruning the trees within the borders of district during pruning 
season, 

•	 Planning  projects for the urban landscaping of the district and 
implementing or have implemented them,

•	 Establishing required workshops for the municipality, operating 
new workshops, supplying tools and equipment,

•	 Determining all kinds of construction, installation and vegetable 
materials as well as tools and equipment required for open 
and green areas (children’s playground, parks, sports areas, 
recreation areas etc.) to be developed as per short, medium and 
long term programs, and supply of such materials and services,

•	 Forming price tariffs for the services to be rendered and submit 
them to the Municipality Council,

•	 Determining persons and entities damaging parks and green 
areas as well as urban furniture, trees and decorative plants 
in such places, and deciding on the damage repair costs, issue 
damage determination report and prepare determination list in 
order to indemnify the damages caused by persons and entities 
and present these to the Municipal Committee, 

•	 Issue opinions for all kinds of physical and architectural 
buildings intended for parks, gardens, woods and green areas,

•	 Transporting trees that need to be transplanted,
•	 Establishing botanic and hobby gardens and making them 

available for public use,
•	 Organizing or having other organize on the job training courses 

on issues relating to the field of activity of the directorate, 
ensuring participation in the courses, and when necessary, 
cooperating with Human Resources and Training Directorate,

•	 Organizing or having others organize feasts, festivals, 
exhibitions, courses, entertainments and contests in order to 
increase awareness and knowledge of district residents on 
livable environment, demonstration gardens and green areas, 

•	 Carry out or have others carry out other duties that are related 
with the responsibilities of the directorate and bestowed upon 
the district and first level municipalities of the metropolitan 
municipality by the Municipality Law No. 5393 and Metropolitan 
Municipality Law No. 5216,

•	 Researching and developing renovative open-green area 
implementations, carrying out necessary arrangements for 
realizing them,

•	 Realizing and having others to realize park applications with 
unique themes,

•	 Taking necessary measures and making necessary arrangements 
for alternate energy usage and saving energy at parks,

•	 Carrying out or having others to carry out recreative applications 
such as Game Streets, Temporary Sports and Playgrounds 
arrangements.
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THE BEST EXAMPLES OF GREEN AREAS 
Çankaya Municipality has been deemed worthy to receive an award 
in the branch of “Applied Project”, in “PLANT AWARDS 2015-
2016”, which is accepted as Turkey’s most prestigious award and 
organized biyearly by Plant Magazine in the field of ornamental 
plant production and landscape architecture project.

BIOLOGICAL SLOUGHS IN ANKARA
The first biological slough in Ankara was built in Ahlatlıbel Atatürk 
Park in 2014 by Çankaya Municipality. The second and a bigger 
biological slough was constructed in Çankaya Park and the last 
biological slough was built in Yaşar Kemal Park. 

Çankaya Municipality won the Special Jury Prize with our “Natural-
Biological Slough/Çankaya Park” project held in Turkish Healthy 
Cities Association’s Best Project Contest in 2015.

SEVERAL EXAMPLES OF PARKS DEDICATED TO 
VALUABLE PERSONS / COUNTRIES AT NATIONAL 
AND INTERNATIONAL LEVEL BY ÇANKAYA 
MUNICIPALITY…
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BÜLENT ECEVİT PARK
Location: Oran Neighborhood, Esat Özoğuz Street and Muhittin 
Çöteli Street Intersection

Transmitting the social values to the new generations by giving 
the names of those values to the parks, Çankaya Municipality has 
built its new park in the name of Bülent Ecevit, who engraved his 
name in Turkish politics of the Republican era with capital letters. 
“Bülent Ecevit Park” has been brought into public service in Oran 

Neighborhood, where Ecevit spend 40 years of his life. 

The Bülent Ecevit Monument, which symbolizes the wings of 
the white pigeon that is identified with “Karaoğlan”, is located 
in the Bülent Ecevit Park, which will keep Bülent Ecevit’s name 
alive forever who thrilled in people’s hearts with his sobriquet 
“Karaoğlan”. The park has a total area of 6406 m², which contains 
children’s playgrounds, walking and running paths, ornamental 
pools, entertainment and recreation points.

MUAMMER AKSOY PARK
Location: Malazgirt Neighborhood, 929. Street and 1006. Street 
Corner, over the 2 July Park

Çankaya Municipality, which perpetuates the names of socially 
prominent values from literature to sports, science to politics, 
opened the park named by Muammer Aksoy on October 21. The 
name of Aksoy, the man of law and politics, who was murdered in 
1990 with an unsolved murder, will live in the park of 4 thousand 
225 m² in Dikmen Malazgirt Neighborhood. The park will offer 
social opportunities with its children’s playgrounds, sports and 
recreation areas.
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CAHİT SITKI TARANCI PARK

Location: Sokullu Mehmet Paşa Street and Ahmet Haşim Street 
Intersection

Çankaya Municipality, which shows the value that it has given to 
the art and artist by immortalizing them in its parks and facilities, 
perpetuates the name of Cahit Sıtkı Tarancı, the poet of unforgettable 
poems like; ‘‘Yaş Otuz Beş (Age thirty-five)” and “Memleket İsterim 
(A homeland I want)” in Çankaya.

The new Park, which was built over an area of 7 thousand 950 m², 
is located on Dikmen Sokullu Mehmet Paşa Avenue. Cahit Sıtkı 
Tarancı Park, which has 4 thousand 109 m² of green area, will be the 
new recreation and entertainment center of the people of the region 
with its children’s playground, sand pool, sports and fitness areas.

CAN YÜCEL PARK

Location: Çiğdem Neighborhood, 1551. Street, across Park Site
Can Yücel Park, as one of the most beautiful examples of participatory 
municipality, has been projected in stages in line with the demands 
of the residents of the neighborhood as a result of the referendum 
held in Çiğdem Neighborhood. Having built the Oğuz Tansel 
Public Library and Çiğdem Çankaya House in the first stage, Can 
Yücel Park, which was named by the residents of the neighborhood, 
was built over an area of 9 thousand m². Çiğdem Çankaya House is 
also located within the park complex. The park brings color to the 
neighborhood with its children’s playing areas, mini football field, 
ground chess, volleyball court and amphitheater.
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YAŞAR KEMAL PARK

Location: Yaşamkent Neighborhood, in between 3144-3151 Streets 
and 3150. Street intersection, beside Mesa Yonca Houses 

İNCE MEMED IS IN GREEN ÇANKAYA: YAŞAR KEMAL PARK 
We gained a brand-new park to Yaşamkent in order to keep alive 
the memories of master writer Yaşar Kemal, who left his mark on 
the history of literature, passed away in 2015. We built a special 
water tank with a capacity of 55 tons with special system in order 
to make savings by using rainwater to irrigate green areas of this 
large and multipurpose park, which has a green field of 12 thousand 
m² out of the total area of 16 thousand 400 m². The park, where we 
have also built a biological pond, has fitness areas, jogging track, 
recreation and playground areas.
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HASRET GÜLTEKİN PARK

Location: Şehit Cengiz 
Karaca Neighborhood, 

Kabil Street-1056. 
Street-1055 Street 
intersection, Dikmen

Ç a n k a y a 
Municipality holds 
one more value; 
we embalm Hasret 

Gültekin in Çankaya, 
whose life was taken 

away in Sivas Massacre 
in July 2, 1993. Situated 

over an area of 2200 
m² in Dikmen Şehit 
Cengiz Karaca 
n e i g h b o r h o o d , 
Hasret Gültekin Park 
is one of the new 
parks of Çankaya 
Municipality, which 
entered 2016 with 

the goal of building 
22 new parks. The park 

which embraces 144 m² of 
children’s playing area and 90 m² of fitness area in its one thousand 
297 m2 green space adds a new breath to the region.

KEMAL SUNAL PARK

Location: Dikmen Street, beside Dikmen Çankaya House

It carries a feature for the people of Dikmen to relax and smile in an 
area of 3 thousand 700 m². Kemal Sunal Park which the heroes of 
Hababam Sınıfı (A Series of Turkish Cult Comedy Movies) are also 
drawn in its inner wall makes people smile that pass through the 
park, or come to the park for play and rest.
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SABAHATTİN ALİ PARK

Location: Dikmen Street, beside Opet, Keklikpınarı Dikmen

Located on an area of 4 thousand 894 m², the park contains a walking 
path, sports fields and a children’s playground.

GAZZE PARK
Location: Huzur 
Neighborhood, 1112. Street, 
Öveçler

We opened Gazze Park 
with longing for peace 
We offered Gazze Park to 
the residents of the region 
with the hope of bringing 
peace to Gazze on September 
1, International Day of Peace 
as a multipurpose area with 
many features primarily 
with its green space. 

Gazze Park offers a 
multipurpose area to the 
residents of the region with; 
•	 A total area of 3 

thousand 32 m², 
•	 1 thousand 905 m² of 

green space and adult trees, 
•	 227-long running track made of synthetic grass, 
•	 490 square meters of hard surface walking path, 
•	 152 square meters of fitness area.

In Gazze Park, which its face enriched with pergolas, seating 
groups and lighting units, gains a different beauty with; 

•	 Coniferous trees, 
•	 4 thousand 812 bush type small trees, 
•	 Spruce trees and 93 pieces of different plants.
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CEMAL SÜREYA PARK

Location: Dikmen Street, 
beside Ayrancı Market 

Place, Ayrancı

Constructed in 1978 
over an area of 9 
thousand m² and 
named after the death 
of the poet in 1991, 

Cemal Süreya Park 
contains unique wooden 
playgrounds, running 

track, skateboard, pet 
walking and training 
field, numerous 
seating groups with 
pergola, picnic tables, 
mini football and 
basketball fields and 

sports tools. 

 
AHMED ARİF PARK

Location: Sokullu Mehmet Paşa Street, Dikmen

The park is one of the largest and most visited parks of Ankara with 
its 17 thousand m² total area. Besides two mini amphitheaters, there 
are walking paths, running track, children’s playgrounds, sports 
field, benches, led illuminated pools and flower green space within 
the park. 
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CITY AND AGRICULTURE PROJECT 

•	 Yakupabdal and Karataş villages were connected as 
neighborhoods to Çankaya Municipality in 2004 with the 
resolution No. 531 of Ankara Metropolitan Municipality 
Council dated 13.08.2004 pursuant to the Law No. 5216.

•	 City and Agriculture Works were started on 22 March 
2008 when seven villages (Evciler, Kömürcü, Tohumlar, 
Karahasanlı, Çavuşlu, Yayla, Akarlar) were connected to 
Çankaya Municipality pursuant to “the Law on Establishing 
Districts within Metropolitan Municipality Borders” No. 5747 
(published in the Official Gazette No. 26284). 

•	 When compared to the villages that were connected in 2008, 
Yakupabdal and Karataş neighborhoods are closer to the city 
and have reduced agricultural activity on the way towards 
integrating with the city. However, the agricultural and 
stockbreeding activities continue in the other 7 neighborhoods.

•	 Distances of the rural neighborhoods to the city; with the 
current road conditions Yakupabdal is 4.2 km, Karataş 1.8 
km and Karahasanlı, which is at the center of the other seven 
neighborhoods, is 52 km via Gölbaşı and 46 km via Elmadağ. 

•	 Çankaya district has reached an area of 40,278 hectares with 
the addition of 22,820 hectares, which is the total area of 9 
neighborhoods.

•	 There was no rural area within the responsibility area of 
Çankaya Municipality before 2004. The new areas brought 
along unique rural area problems different from the city. 

•	 This region suffered migration to Ankara and other cities for a 
long time. The total population of 9 neighborhoods in 2010 was 
14,094. However, 11,250 of this population live in Yakupabdal 
and Karataş neighborhoods that are close to the city. The 
remaining 2844 live in the other 7 neighborhoods, which are 
far from city and where agricultural activities continue. 

•	 With the purpose of solving problems in rural neighborhoods 
and ensuring economic, social and cultural development 
that is compliant with natural pattern towards the unique 
needs of the region depending on the agricultural problems 
of our country, Çankaya Municipality incorporated City 
and Agriculture Counseling Board on 5 November 2009. 
The Board is comprised of representatives from universities, 
related public institutions, cooperatives and NGOs. 

•	 The Working Team was established at the end of 2010 for 
implementing the decisions made by the City and Agriculture 
Counseling Board. 

•	 Researching Soil and Water Resources, Observational Geologic 
Study and Socio-economic Analyses were completed in 2011 to 
guide the activities of the team towards regional development. 
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REALIZED WORKS IN THE FIELD OF CITY AND 
AGRICULTURE… 
Transport: Studies for new road routes that shorten the transportation 
and opening new roads between neighborhoods continue since 
March 2011. 

Tree Planting: Tree planting works were started in April 2011 by 
planting 11,100 thousand trees in the region. 20,485 sprouts were 
planted in October 2012. 

Every year, during the spring months, sprout planting and tree 
planting works will be repeated. Our target has been decided as 
One Million Trees for One Million Çankaya Residents.

Support Purchases: Farmers, whose fields were damaged by hail in 
June and August 2012, were directly supported by buying 40 tons of 
watermelon from their undamaged fields. 

Building and Debris Determination: Determinations were made 
for 1072 buildings in 7 rural neighborhoods. Of these, 400 buildings 
were decided to be demolished. 

Repairing Village Hall and Establishment of Training Center: 
Roof repair, kitchen arrangement etc. urgent works of Karahasanlı 
village hall was completed. A part of the building was arranged as 
breakfast hall. 

Production with Female Farmers: Preliminary works were carried 
out for making the products ready for markets by training female 
farmers on production, food safety, food and human health towards 
the sale of local produces. Natural rosehip fruits were collected in 
the season and marmalades made from these fruits were offered to 
the guests and received positive feedback. 

Trial productions of the following products were made in 2012 and 
offered to the guests.
•	 Jams (quince, apricot) 
•	 Marmalades (plum, apricot)
•	 Dressings (tomato, bitter breakfast dressing)
•	 Bakery products (noodle, gözleme, kömbe, bazlama)
•	 Tarhana
•	 Pickles 
•	 Cheese 

Direct Sales from Producers

Direct sales from producers started in specific market place, first and 
foremost in Ayrancı market place, as of 15 June 2012. Additionally, 
the producers decided by Central Anatolian Municipalites and 
Kastamonu Federation of Associations also take part in the market. 
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Nature Sports Project in Çankaya 

Besides these, projects for socio-economic development are being 
realized with the cooperation of Çankaya Municipality. 

Supported by Ankara Development Agency, Nature Sports Project 
in Çankaya was completed in December 2012. The project, which 
was prepared by City and Agriculture team was implemented 
Agricultural Development Cooperative formed by 6 villages, and 
ÇAYED. 

Within the scope of the project;
•	 33 tracks were decided and mapped for walking, sledge, sport 

utility vehicles and mountain bikes.
•	 Signs were posted on all the tracks. 
•	 Paragliding field was arranged and 95 flights were made in 

days when the wind was suitable for paragliding.
•	 4 sport utility vehicles were bought.
•	 2 Breakfast Halls were established (Karahasanlı and Tohumlar).

Spatial Planning
Analysis works were carried out in order to determine Temporary 
Building Conditions in accordance with rural development targets.

The place of the working area in 2023 Capital City Ankara Master 
Plan and the decisions, the following was analyzed; 
•	 Distribution of ownership on the plots 
•	 Determining the borders of residential areas 
•	 Transportation 
•	 Geological thresholds and other thresholds 
•	 Field Usage Capability 
•	 Productivity 
•	 Agricultural Fields 
•	 Nature Sports tracks and important points 
•	 Rural area population and mobility with Ankara.
•	
Under the light of the analysis; 1/5000 development plan of the region 
and new residential area planning, since Evciler neighborhood is 
under the risk of erosion, and cost analysis works were started.

110 female farmers received trainings on subjects such as food 
production hygiene, communications, meeting guests in tourism 
etc.

10 farmers were given with local guide training. During the training, 
general guiding skills, emergency help, communications, tourism 
and meeting guests were conveyed.
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NEIGHBORHOOD TRUCK GARDEN

A FIRST IN ÇANKAYA: URBAN AGRICULTURE HOBBY HOUSE 

We built Urban Agriculture Hobby House on an area of 2 thousand 
m² area in Mutlukent Neighborhood for residents, bored from 
the urban life, to get the theoretical and practical training about 
the agricultural production. The truck garden, where agricultural 
production can be done without using chemicals, consists of 
16 sections on 48 parcels suitable for agricultural production. 
Horticulture and product breeding trainings are also provided in 
Hobby House. The subjects of the trainings given at the Hobby 
House: basic vegetable production, summer vegetable production 
trainings, winter vegetable production trainings, urban apiculture, 
organic markets, homemade medicine trainings, how to make 
compost, fruit and ornament plants pruning training and practice.  
170 persons receive training for duration of 12 months in the hobby 
house which was opened on 25 September 2015. Situated on a total 
area of 2000 m², it has a sowing and planting area of 380 m². The 
main objectives are:
•	 To create awareness on protection, survival of local ancestry 

seeds through vegetable production trainings,
•	 To instill skills to the trainees to produce their own vegetables 

for accessing healthy food,
•	 To introduce different ecological approaches (compost, 

permaculture, apiculture, water harvesting, pruning training 
and practical application)

•	 To instill skills for feeding soil without using chemicals and 
fighting with pests,

•	 Informatory sessions about organic agriculture and markets,
•	 Vertical production techniques,
•	 Creating awareness on seed, plants and soil matters for young 

individuals. To encourage truck garden visits. 
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A SAMPLE PROJECT IN FIGHT AGAINST CLIMATE 
CHANGE AND RESILIENCE: RAIN HARVESTING

Project Full Title: Climate Resilience through Rain 
Harvesting

Grant Program: Civil Society Dialogue between EU and 
Turkey–IV Environment Grant Project

Start Date: 15.02.2016

End Date: 15.02.2017

Project Applicant: Peyzaj Araştırmaları Derneği (PAD: 
Landscape Research Society)

Co-Applicant: Çankaya Municipality

Project Co-Applicant in 
European Union Member 
Country:

Associação para um Mundo Humanitario 
(AMH) / Association for a Humanitarian 
World, Tamera, Portugal

Associate: Union of Municipalities (UMT) of 
Turkey.

Project Budget: 143.333,81 €

Overall objective of the 
Project:

While developing cooperation between 
Turkey and the EU, to create a sharing 
environment promoting civil society 
dialogue by exchanging knowledge and 
experience on climate change adaptation

Expected results of the 
Project:

1. To establish a sustainable partnership 
and network for climate change 
adaptation of related organizations 
in Turkey and EU.

2. To develop study visits and training 
of trainers program for seeing in 
place and learning the right practices 
and implement their training. 

3. To increase the capacity to implement 
rain harvesting in Çankaya.

4. To prepare a practical guidebook on 
adaptation to climate change.

5. To make various campaigns like Rain 
day for increasing the awareness on 
climate change.

The major problems that Turkey will face in the process of climate 
change are changes in the precipitation regime, increase in drought 
and accordingly decrease in water sources. With rainwater 
harvesting, the water needs of different sectors can be met by storing 
rainwater in urban and rural areas. The main objective of the project 
is to increase the resistance of cities against expected extraordinary 
weather conditions by increasing their resilience capability. 
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Carried out in cooperation with Landscape Research Society, Çankaya 
Municipality and Portuguese Association for a Humanitarian 
World, the project offers a successful sample for the urban ecological 
works in order to establish a city that touches future. The project has 
been prepared on the basis of awareness in order to learn rainwater 
harvesting and water collection methods and to ensure continuity 
of the managers, designers, experts and implementers employed 
at PAD and Municipality for this matter. With this project, which 
develops the partnership of local administrations and civil societies, 
outputs that reach out to the public and vast masses are obtained.

What is rain harvesting? Why do we need it?

With the disruption of water cycle due to climate change, demolition 
of forests, pollution, terrain decomposition, covering industrial 
agriculture and urban areas with impermeable layers such as 
asphalt and concrete etc., desertification, drought and floods occur. 
The bare soil that forms as a result of these gets warm and loses its 
capacity to hold water. When it rains, the most valuable top layer of 
the soil is lost due to erosion. Thus, the earth becomes arid, global 
underwater water reserves and productivity falls. 

Water retention landscapes constitute a model for restoration 
of spoiled landscapes and natural and decentralized water 
management, and are an integral part of the comprehensive model 
that covers housing, energy, food and water based on a sustainable 
model. 
If the aquifers are filled sufficiently, they might already be sufficient 
for the use of humans as well and natural spring water. However, 
due to the facts that excess water is pulled from aquifers and earth is 
covered with impermeable surfaces, the rainwater cannot infiltrate 
into the aquifers. Here, the soil structure should be considered as 
sponge. When we keep the rainwater inside the soil, it feeds the 
aquifers by behaving like a wet sponge. 

There are various methods applied within the scope of water retention 
landscapes to improve water balance: making water retention 
reserve fields (pond, lake, etc.), terracing, reducing impermeable 
surface areas, roads having water permeable structure, trenches, 
permanent flora, mulching, suitable grassland management, tree 
planting.
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Seven basic principles for creating water retention landscapes: 
1. To “slow down” rainwater to enable penetration into soil 
2. To “spread” rainwater to prevent flowing away from the 

earth 
3. To “absorb” in order to refill aquifers 
4. Making decentralized and expanding design such as 

terraces, trenches, ponds etc. instead of big dams, deep 
ponds

5. To protect and ensure reformation of the top layer of the 
soil, where there is life 

6. To increase biological diversity and biomass 
7. To work in partnership with animals.

The water retention landscapes are basically based on the facts that 
any water drop should not flow away from the earth and should be 
absorbed by the soil where they fall. For this reason, impermeable 
surfaces such as concrete and asphalt are not being used; the 
embankments are made with only clayish soil.

In creating water retention landscapes the “3 S” principle is the 
basis: Slow down, Spread, Soak … 

Why is the rainwater valuable? / Why rainwater?
•	 As it does not contain calcium carbonate and magnesium, it is a 

quality water structure for laundry and cooking food.
•	 Rainwater is natural fertilizer. It contains nutritive materials 

for such as Sulphur and nitrogen. 
•	 It is free of charge.
•	 Amongst the natural sweet waters, it has the least salt 

concentration, for this reason it is very beneficial for plants. 

What is water retention good for?
•	 Prevents erosion. 
•	 Prevents flood. 
•	 Reduces water contamination. 
•	 Reduces mosquito reproduction. 
•	 Provides high quality potable water.
•	 Provides high quality irrigation water. 
•	 Feeds flora and fauna. 
•	 It is free of charge. 
•	 It feeds underground waters. 
•	 It increases productivity of soil. 
•	 It removes the costs of drainage canals and labor required for 

flood control. 
•	 Mains water cut does not affect you. 
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Basic Activities Realized with Respect to Rainwater 
Harvesting Project:
•	 Two experts from the Portuguese partner visited Ankara for 

4 days between 13 and 18 March 2016. They held meeting for 
introducing the project, and visited Çankaya parks and fields 
in the rural area. Works were carried out towards determining 
climatic and soil conditions in urban and rural areas in order 
to adapt the training program of model trainers specially to 
Çankaya region. 

•	 Between 23 and 25 May 2016, municipal delegation of 3 
managers and 10 farmers from different rural neighborhoods 
received training in Odemira and visited fields. Field practical 
examples, stunning examples from the world and basic training 
on rainwater harvesting were given in this training, which is 
organized as accelerated theoretical and practical training. 
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•	 Training of trainers was realized in Portugal between 23 May 
and 4 June 2016 with a team of 12 persons from Çankaya 
Municipality technical staff and PAD experts. A two-week 
long comprehensive trainer training program for at theoretical 
and practical level was carried out related to climate resilience 
and water retention landscape. It is a training that enables 
participants to develop their knowledge and capacity to a level 
of conveying   to others when the program is completed.  
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•	 Organization of an international conference was realized with 
the participation of AMH team. The aim of the conference was 
to expand the knowledge and experience of AMH and the 
outcomes of the project to a larger mass. Another widespread 
conference was organized between 3 and 4 October 2016 
with the participation of many representatives from local 
administrations, NGOs and universities. 177 persons 
participated in the session on October 3rd and 75 in October 
4th. The participant profile is comprised of mayors and experts 
from municipalities, non-governmental organizations, farmers 
and universities. 

•	 The TOT Program continued in Ankara between 5 and 8 
October 2016 with practical training for special areas, field 
visits, urban parks and rural area visits for trainings on the 
probable applications. 
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